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Claim 1 (Canceled) - 

2. (Currently Amended) ¥te An apparatus a c cording to 
claim 24, for forming an artificial valve to treat 
gastroesophageal reflux disease, comprising: 

a first endoscope that has an observation system and that is 
5 adapted to be orally inserted into a body cavitv; 

a holding device extending out of a distal end of the first 
endoscope, the holding device comprising a distal end portion , 
adapted to hold a point of a digestive wall of the body cavity 
where the artificial valve is to be formed, and an elongated 
10 portion that passes through a first channel provided in the first 
endoscope; 

_a_first needle that is moveable relative to the first 
endoscope for penetrating tha digestive wall, ; 

a second needle positioned beside and spaced apart bv a 
15 distance from the first needle; 

a suture adapted to pass through the digestive wall 
following the first needle; 

a suture retaining device having a grasping section adapted 
to grasp the suture after the suture has passed through the 
20 digestive wall, wherein the suture retaining device is adapted to 
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pull the suture out from the body cavityi_ [[,]] and wherein the 
ap p aratus further compi ' lacs . 

a knot pushing device adapted to move a knot of the suture, 
which is formed outside the body cavity after the suture has been 
25 pulled out from the body cavity by the suture retaining device, 
into the body cavity. 

Claims 3-6 (Canceled) . 

7. (Currently Amended) The &a apparatus according to 
e laim 1, fuirth e r for forming an artificial valve to treat 
gastroesophageal reflux disease, comprising.! 

a first eiifloacope that has an observation system and that is 
adapted to be prallv inserted into a body cavity; 

a holding device extending out of a distal end of the first 
endoscope, the holding device comprising a distal end portion 
adapted to hold a point of a digestive wall of the body cavity 
where the artificial valve is to be formed, and an elongated 
portion that passe s through a first channel provided in the first 
eflflPSqppe; 

a first needle that is moveable relative to the first 
endoscope for penetrating the digestive vail; 

a second needle positioned beside and spaced apart bv a 
distance from, the first needle; 
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a suture adapted to pas s through the digestive wall 
following the first needle; and 

a second endoscope^ wherein the first needle and the second 
needle are disposed on an outer periphery of the second 
endoscope . 

8. (Currently Amended) The &a apparatus acco^dirty Lu 
claim 24 , furth e r for forming an artificial valve to treat 
gastroesophageal reflux disease, comprising: 

a first endoscope that has an observation system and that is 
5 adapted to be orally inserted into a body cavity; 

a holding device extending out of a distal end of the first 
endoscope, the holding device comprising a distal end portion 
adapted to hold a point of a digestive w_all of the body cavity 
where the artificial valve is to be formed, and an elongate^ 
10 portion that passes through a first channel provided i n,.the first 
endoscope ; 

a _f irst needle that is moveable relative to the first 
endoscope for penetrating the digestive wall^ 

a second needle positioned beside and spaced apart bv a 
15 distance from the first needle; 

a suture adapted to pass through the digestive wall 
following the first needle: 
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a suture retaining device having a grasping section adapted 
to grasp the suture after the suture has passed through the 
20 digestiv e wall; and 

a guide member having a through hole provided side by side 
with the holding device; 

wherein the suture retaining device is moveable in the 
through hole of the guide member., 

Claim 9 (Canceled) , 

10. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to 

claim 1, furth e r for forming an artificial valve to treat 
gastroesophageal reflux disease, comprising^. 

a first endoscope that has an observation system and that is 
adapted to be orally inserted into a body cavity; 

a holding device extending out of a distal end of the first 
endoscope, the holding device, comprising a distal end portion 
adapted to hold a point of a digestive wall of the body cavity 
where, _the artificial valve is to be formed, and an elongated 
portion that passes j^iroaoh a first channel provided in the first 
endoscope; 

a first needle that is moveable relative to the first 
endoscope for penetrating the digestive wall; 
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a second nee dle positioned beside and spaced apart by q 
15 distance from the first needle; 

a suture adapted to pass through the digestive w^ll 
following the first needle; and 

a second endoscope, wherein the first needle extends from a 
distal end of the second endoscope. 

Claims 11-19 (Canceled) . 

20. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to 
claim i 10., furth e r ? comprising a s e co nd- e ndoscop e , wherein -the- 
first n ee dl e and the second needle e xt e nd out of a extends from 
the distal end of the second endoscope. 

Claims 21 and 22 (Cance_ed) . 

23. (Currently Amended) ¥tw An apparatus ac c ording to 
claim 22 , for forming an artificial valve to treat 
gastroesophageal re flux disease, comprising: 

an endoscope that has an observation system and that is 
adapted to be orally inserted into a body cavity; 

a holding device extending out of a distal end of the 
endoscope, the holding device comprising a distal end portion 
adapted to hold a point of a digestive wall of the body cavity 
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where the artificial valve is to be formed, and an elongated 
portion that pass es through a first channel provided in the 
endoscope; 

a first nee dle that is moveable relative to the endoscope 
for penetrating bhe digestive wall; and 

a suture adapted to, pass through the digestive wall 
following the first needle; 

wherein the endoscope comprises: 

an elongated insertion section; 
a handle section; and 

an opening Lhrouah which the first needle extends 
provided at a position on a proximal side of the distal end of 
the endoscope; and 

wherein the observation system comprises an optical system 
provided at each of the distal end and a portion near the opening 
of the endoscope _ 

Claim 24 (Canceled) . 

25, (Currently Amended) Tiw An apparatus according to 
claim 1, — furth e r for forming an artificial valve to treat 
gastroesophageal reflux disease, comprising: 

a first endoscope that has an observation system and that is 
5 a_dapted to be orally inserted into a body cavity; 
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a holding de vice extending out of a distal end of the first 
endoscope, the holding d evice comprising a distal end portion 
adapted to hold a p oint of a digestive wall of the body cavity 
where the artificial valve is to be formed, and an elongated 
10 portion that pas ses through a first channel provided In the first 
endoscope^ 

a first needle that is moveable relative to the first 
endoscope for pe netrating the digestive wall; 

a second needle positioned beside and spaced apart bv a 
15 distance from the first needle; 

a suture adapted to pass through the digestive wall 
tQXXwXm thft first needle,- 

a second endoscope; and 

a sheath provided outside of the second endoscope, wherein 
20 the first needle extends from a dismal end of the sheath. 

Claims 26-30 (Canceled) . 

31. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to 
claim 25, further comprising an additional sheath provided 
outside the second endoscope, wherein the second needle extends 
from a distal end of the additional sheath. 
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